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(54) OPTICAL ELEMENT AND FORMING MOLD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To impart identification marks having good 
visibility to an optical element and to obtain the easily 
identifiable optical element by forming the identification 
marks of diffraction gratings. 

CONSTITUTION: This sheet-like optical element 1 is 
produced by forming an optical function surface 3, such 
as diffraction gratings or lens array, on an optically 
transparent sheet base material 2. The small 
identification marks 4 are formed on the sheet base 
material 2 in the outer peripheral region of the optical 
function surface 3. The identification marks 4 are formed 
for the purposes of quantity control, such as, for 
example, lot numbers and parts numbers. The sheet 
base material 2 is projected and provided with these 
identification marks 4; for example, the marks are formed 
of the diffraction gratings 5 having a sectional 
rectangular shape of about several Dm in frequency. As 
a result/the contrast of the identification marks 4 
consisting of characters and symbols is increased, by 
which the identification marks 4 are made easily recognizable. Then, the identification of the 
optical element 1 is facilitated, by which the efficiency of quality inspection, etc., is enhanced 
and the erroneous mounting to an image display device, etc., is prevented. 
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